Report of the Indo-US workshop on

Environmental and occupational epidemiology, Chennai

7th- 10th January 2004

Background

A major Indo-US collaborative programme on environment and occupational health was initiated by signing of a joint statement in May 2002. The Ministry of Health and Family Welfare of Republic of India and the Department of Health and Human Services of the United States of America signed this joint statement. The purpose of the collaboration was to improve the health status and well being of environmental and occupational health. Need for trained epidemiologists in the fields of environmental and occupational health was felt in India, especially after the Bhopal Gas Tragedy.

Indian Council of Medical Research (ICMR) on behalf of Ministry of Health and Family Welfare, India and Centers for Disease Control and Prevention (CDC) & Agency for Toxic Substances & Disease Registry (ATSDR), USA were designated as nodal agencies for India and USA, respectively.

Under this programme, experts from India and US have met on several occasions and identified areas to be covered in environmental epidemiology. It was decided to hold two workshops, one at Chennai (7th – 10th January 2004) and the other at Ahmedabad (13th – 16th January 2004). This is a report of the proceedings of the workshop conducted at Chennai.

Objective

The objective of the workshop was to increase awareness in environmental and occupational epidemiology.

Participants

There were 27 participants in all comprising of public health professionals, medical officers from industries, faculty from medical colleges, scholars of field epidemiology training programme and Master of Public Health courses, scientists from ICMR and faculty from National Institute of Epidemiology. 

Programme

There was a pre-workshop meeting of the faculty comprising of both Indian and US scientists on 6th January 2004. The programme agenda was finalized, identifying the faculty for each session. A copy of the programme is enclosed (Annexure-1). Dr.Vikas Kapil and Dr.R.Ramakrishnan were designated as co-course directors from the USA and Indian side, respectively.

Faculty

The faculties for the workshop were,

	USA
	India

	Dr.David G Kleinbaum
	Prof. M.D.Gupte

	Dr.Frank Bove
	Dr.H.N.Saiyed

	Dr.Vikas Kapil
	Dr.Kalpana Balakrishnan

	Ms.Sheron Campolucci
	Dr.Mukesh Kumar

	
	Dr.R.Ramakrishnan


Dr.Bela Shah, Dr.Dhaliwal from ICMR Head Quarters and Dr.Vaneet Arora from the US embassy were facilitators of the workshop. Prof.K.Ramachandran was the advisor of the Indian faculty.

Scientific session

The scientific schedule consisted of 23 topics covering the areas of epidemiology and bio statistics. Prof.D.G.Kleinbaum introduced ‘ActivEpi’ book with a demonstration of the electronic version of the book. The book was widely appreciated, as it was highly interactive with plenty of examples. Faculty members from the Indian side agreed to follow the slides prepared by David Kleinbaum for presentation but supplemented them with examples drawn from Indian context. There was a session on ‘Grants preparation’ and three case studies were discussed during the meet.

The workshop concluded with an interesting interactive ‘Question & Answer’ session. The participants were encouraged to discuss specific issues on environmental and occupational epidemiology with the faculty members.

Prof.K.Ramachandran actively participated in the workshop and shared his expertise in the fields of epidemiology and bio statistics.

Evaluation

A formal evaluation was carried out with a structured questionnaire only at the end of the workshop. About 70% of the participants responded to the questionnaire and the overall experience of the participants was very good. There was a general request from them to increase the duration of the workshop to 1-week and introduce more hands-on practical exercises.

All the participants were given a certificate of participation . 

