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                                             EXECUTIVE SUMMARY

INTRODUCTION

As a conscious effort to network and develop partnerships with like-minded institutions, National Institute of Epidemiology (NIE) organized an activity “Epidemiology Week” from 30th December 2002 to 3rd January 2003.  The events organized during this week were: 

(a) Workshop for reviewing and further strengthening training programmes in epidemiology for public health in India, 

(b) First Annual FETP Conference; Theme: “Field Epidemiology in India” and 

(c) First Meeting of the ICMR Forum for epidemiology. 

OBJECTIVES

The objectives of the Epidemiology Week were to:

· Review currently available training opportunities in epidemiology in India

· Discuss issues relating to development of curriculum for FETP in the context of national public health needs and priorities

· Enable FETP scholars at NIE share their field experiences with other expert epidemiologists

· Provide a forum for sharing experience and expertise between ICMR scientists and other epidemiologists in the country.

PARTICIPANTS

The participants were national and international expert epidemiologists and public health programme managers from international organizations, central and state government departments of public health and preventive medicine and national and state level academic and research institutions. 

About  40 public health professionals participated in each of the above events.

PARTICIPATING INSTITUTIONS

International:  

World Health Organisation (WHO) - India, and Centres for Disease Control (CDC), Atlanta

National:  

National Institute of Communicable Disease (NICD), National Institute of Health and Family Welfare (NIHFW), National AIDS Control Organization (NACO), All India Institute of Hygiene and Public Heath (AIIPH), Indian Council of Medical Research (ICMR), and various ICMR Institutions.

State:  

State Government Departments of Public Health and Preventive Medicine - Tamilnadu, Orissa and Maharashtra.

Academic and Research Institutes:  

All India Institute of Medical Sciences (AIIMS), New Delhi, Haffkine Institute, Mumbai,  Christian Medical College (CMC), Vellore, Sree Chitra Tirunal Institute of Medical Sciences and Technology (SCTIMST), Thiruvananthapuram, School of Health Sciences (SHS), University of Pune, Pune, Post Graduate Institute of Medical Education and Research (PGIMER), Chandigarh.

MEETING PROCEEDINGS

A forum for information sharing on all existing key epidemiology training programmes in India was provided through the above three events of the Epidemiology Week.  Currently available training opportunities in epidemiology in India were discussed. Curriculum development issues for further developing field epidemiology training programmes in the context of national public health needs and priorities were closely examined.

The Annual FETP Conference enabled the FETP scholars at NIE to share their field experiences with expert epidemiologists through formal presentations. The conference provided opportunities for scholars and their local preceptors to voice their opinions on existing training programmes and give suggestions for strengthening the same.

The meeting of the ICMR Forum – the first of its kind  - provided an opportunity for ICMR institutes to share their experiences and needs with respect to epidemiology   related research and training among themselves and with the other expert epidemiologists from India and abroad.  Interesting epidemiology related research activities were presented by various ICMR institutes during this meet.

RECOMMENDATIONS

Several recommendations emerged as a result of these three events viz.: 

1. Urgent need for streamlining existing field epidemiology training programmes in the country and ensure quality training. 

2. Need to standardize short and long term courses in field epidemiology and offer in modular form to various cadres of public health professionals functioning at different levels of health system.

3. All field epidemiology training programmes to be so designed as to effectively address national and state level public health needs and priorities.

4. Presentations of field project done by FETP Scholars to be submitted as abstracts to the forthcoming SEA-WP Regional TEPHINET Conference to be held in Manila in November, 2003.

5. The FETP Conference should be conducted on a regular basis and as an annual event by NIE, Chennai.

6. ICMR Institutes to compile all the epidemiology related research activities (completed or ongoing) and forward the same to Prof V.I. Mathan, at NIE for consolidation and publication.

OUTCOME OF MEETINGS

The five days’ meeting culminated in several outcomes:

1. Workshop for Reviewing and further developing training opportunities in

      Epidemiology for Public Health in India

A Consensus Statement (enclosed) was developed  for  

(a) Strengthening and standardising training programmes in field epidemiology for public health in India, and 

(b) Ensuring appropriate career opportunities for field trained epidemiologists   in the country.

2.   Annual FETP Conference.  Theme:  ‘Field Epidemiology in India’.

Submission of abstracts on field projects presented by FETP scholars as recommended to the South East Asia – Western Pacific Region (SEA-WPR), Biennial TEPHINET Conference, at Manila, during November, 2003. All abstracts submitted, have been accepted for presentation at the above cited conference.

3.  Meeting of the ICMR forum for Epidemiology
The ICMR Forum meet to be conducted annually for 2-3 days along with the

annual meeting of ICMR Directors. 

Consensus Statement

We, the signatories to this statement, having deliberated and interacted during this workshop have arrived at the following consensus:

We know that the Training in Epidemiology in modern context, should encompass an understanding of the importance of Environmental factors, Social and Economic and Political influences, Biostatistics, Laboratory methods, Information Technology and Communication techniques to enable the Public Health professional to function meaningfully. 

We acknowledge that training in Field Epidemiology is an urgent need of Public Health in India; that current training opportunities are inadequate; and the situation needs to be remedied urgently.

We are aware of the limitations of resources, faculty and participants in such training programmes and that these need to be cognicised while developing a training programme. 

We believe that capacity building by various institutions and their Networking is necessary for effective implementation of Training programme; that the issue pertains to training in Epidemiology at various levels with a focus on District Health team; that at any level of epidemiology training - opportunities for “hands-on” experience - ought to exist and competence to use appropriate Epidemiological and Managerial tools ought to be developed. 

We suggest standardization of curriculum at various levels and tailored to different

needs imparting flexibility of course content and duration.

We advocate that a group of experts may develop a draft of core curriculum that

could be the first module for any training programme and permit scalability with

addition of advanced training modules depending on the level of the participant.

 We also advocate that policy ought to be developed cognicising importance and

rightful place of Epidemiology in Health Care Delivery System. 

There ought to be Policy to provide Administrative support by issuance of

Appropriate guidelines in Health Manpower Management. Such support should

facilitate in-service training and it should provide career path for the epidemiologists

trained as specialists.

We are concerned that the latter is imperative to envision a competent leadership in

Public Health in future. Therefore the Policy ought to buttressed by procuring and

providing financial support for this important cause.

We are convinced that the cause of Public Health will be served better if policies

consistent with the spirit of the Consensus are adopted. 
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Executive summary

Introduction

In continuation of our efforts to network and develop partnerships in the field of epidemiology, National Institute of Epidemiology (NIE), successfully conducted the second ‘Epidemiology Week’ from 12th October to 17th October 2003. The events organized during this week were,

1. Second meeting of the ICMR forum for epidemiology

2. Second annual FETP conference; Theme: “FETP in India – Experiences and avenues.

3. Workshop on ‘Human resource needs and development in epidemiology for public health’

Participants

The participants were national and international expert epidemiologists and public health programme managers and national and state level academic and research institutions.

About 40 public health professionals participated in each of the above events.

Participating institutions

International

· World Health Organization (WHO) – SEARO & WR India Office.

· Public Health officials from Nepal

National

· National Institute of Health and Family Welfare, New Delhi

· All India Institute of Hygiene and Public Health

· Indian Council of Medical Research and various ICMR institutions

State

· State government departments of Public Health and preventive medicine

· Tamil Nadu

· Madhya Pradesh

· Mizoram

Academic and Research Institutes

· All India Institute of Medical Sciences (AIIMS), New Delhi

· Sree Chitra Tirunal Institute for Medical Sciences and Technology, Thiruvananthapuram

· The Tamil Nadu Dr.M.G.R. Medical University, Chennai.

· Medical College, Baroda

Meeting proceedings

The ICMR forum for epidemiology had better participation this year. Scientists from 16 ICMR institutes participated in the meeting, presenting their epidemiological activities. Highlight of the meeting were an interactive presentation of ERC, Mumbai and a presentation of a project proposal by VCRC, Pondicherry. Prof. N.K.Ganguly DG, ICMR inaugurated the meet and stressed on the importance of networking of ICMR institutes.

The annual FETP conference provided a platform for the FETP scholars to share their experiences in the field and to interact with expert epidemiologist. Trainees who had completed their training shared their post-training experiences. It was heartening to hear form them that the training they had received from NIE was very useful to them in discharging their duties as public health officials.

The workshop on human resource needs and development in Epidemiology for public health was well attended. The scientific session of the workshop identified cross cutting issues in Epidemiology training. The need for information management and forging public-private partnership were recognized and emphasized. A broad framework for curriculum development training needs was discussed. The workshop dealt with two major topics, namely, development of curriculum for different cadres of public health professionals and advocacy efforts at different levels for promoting utilization of trained manpower and shaping career pathways for trained epidemiologists in public health.

Outcome and recommendations of the meeting

The three events conducted over a period of six days brought out several important issues.

1. ICMR forum for Epidemiology should be an annual meeting. The next forum will be conducted at DMRC, Jodhpur. The meeting will have more interactive sessions on epidemiological activities and project proposals. A scientific committee with Prof.M.D. Gupte, Director, NIE as chairperson would be formed to organize the scientific sessions.

2. FETP conference provided enormous opportunity to the scholars to interact with experts and enrich their epidemiological skills. This would be an annual affair.

3. Four national institutes, namely, NIE, NICD, NIHFW and AIIHPH to assume lead role in developing training programmes for different cadres of public health professionals.

4. Advocacy efforts for utilisation of trained manpower to be taken at various levels of State/Central governments.
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